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corporations), consistency demands that these provisions
should be respected in other countries. Yet, it seems that no-
body cares for such application of the personal law. A com-
pany, thus, may be dead in its former state and continue to
live in another state, although the same principle of the place
of central control governs in both states.
Finally, the occupation of various countries by the enemy
during the second World War has brought new necessities.
Noteworthy are the emergency decrees of the governments
in exile of the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxemburg.81 In
particular the Belgian decree-laws allowed a business company
to transfer its siege social to a foreign country without losing
its nationality 5 they further provided that such transfers may
be effected by a simple decision of the administrative organ
of the company, i.e., by a majority vote of a general meeting
of the stockholders or of the board of administration.82 By
virtue of the first provision, the personal law of the company
is upheld and the company is treated by the Belgian courts
and authorities as a national. This obviates the requirement
that the central control should be exercised in Belgium. It is
not demanded that a new place of control be established at
any place of business abroad. Since, on the other hand, the
existence of an actual central office is of no importance in the
United States, a Belgian corporation or partnership having
taken refuge in this country, without being reincorporated,
is to be considered a foreign organization, subject to Belgian
law. Of course, a Belgian corporation whose domicil had been
moved to New York, by resolution of the board of directors
in June 1940, was considered entitled to sue in court as a
resident.83
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